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Explotts of Elaine|

A Detective Novel and a Motion Picture

Drama

FIFTH EPISODE

The Polsoned Room.
. Eiatee and Oralg were much togeth-
o during the next fow days. Some
or gther, it sesmed that the chase
the Clutehing Haod involved long
in the Dodge llbrary, and
it fact, extended to sxgursions
the notorioysly orimednfeated
borhiood of Riverside drive, with
fashicnable proceusion of wutomo-
aod gocaris—as far north, In-
A that desporate haunt known
Grant's tomb.
Bat to return to the more serious
e of the affair.
Kennedy and Elaine had scarcely
o out of tha houss and desconded
e stepe, one afternoon, when & sinls-
gur face wppoared fo & basement srea-
near by.

} It waus the Clutehlng Hand

He wore & telophone Inspaetor's bat
sad coat and carried s bag slung by a
#trap over his shoulder, For enoe Le
Bad loft of his maak, but, In place of
&, his taos was covered by & scraggy
ml beard. The disgulse was effec-

He saw Kennedy and Mise Dodge
aod shunk unobtrusively agninst s
miling with his head turned away.
Laughing and ohatling, they passed,

Then be turped In the other direc
Blon and, golng up tho steps of the

housa, rang ths ball.

*Talepliona Inspector,” he sald in &
fons ns Michadl, In Jennings'
fur the afternoon, opened the

i

He nccompanied the words with the
ign, and Michael admitted him
| As it Bappened, Aunt Josephine waa
ia Elaloe's room. Bhe was
flowers In & vase on tho dress
table of har ldollzed nlece Mean-
Rusty, tha collle, lay, half blink-
on the floor.

*“Who la thia™ ahe asked, ms Ml
shaal Jod the bogus telepbone Inspec-
dor tuto the roomn

"A man from the telophons com-
pany,” ho anaworsd deferuntially.

. dAunt Jossphine, unsophlsticated, al-
lowed them o enter withoul a turther

i

Gn.
Quiokly, Ika a good workomuan,
mﬂmn wont to the talgphone
L and by dint of keeping Mia
Mnger on the hook sud his Back to
Aast Josophine wocoseded 1n convey-
ing the llinsion that s was examining
n
o soousr wan the door shut than
S £ Olutching Hand hastlly opened hia
(T and from it drew & emall powder
swraying outft, such as 1 have soeh
: for spraying dug powder. He
took out & sort of muszie with
slaptic band on 1t mnd slipped it
his bead so that the mursle pro-
Sestedl his pose and movth
Hea ssamed to work & sort of pump-
Attachmant sud from the nozsle of
~spruying Imstrument blew out a
of powder which he directed st
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way, they went, Clutching Hand stiil
wonring ble mussle and Michasl say-
ing not & word. .

Suddenly Clutching Hand turmed on
bim sod seized bim by the collar.

“Now, go upstalrs, you™ he mut-
terved, sbaking bim antll his {eeth
fairly chattered, if you watch me
agaln—T1 Kl you?!™

He thrust Mickasl sway, and the
footman, evercome by fear, hurrled
upstalrs, BHU trembling snd fearful,
Michas! paused In the hallway.

Ha put his band on his face where
the Clotching Hand had struck him,
Then be walted, mutiering to himsolf.
An be thought 1t over, anger took the
place of tear. He alowly turned In
the direction of the chllar,

Mesnwhile, Cluiching Hand was
standing by the electric meter. Ho
axamined it carefully, feeling where
the wires entered and left it aud
starting to teace them out. At lust
he camo to a point where It seemed
suitable to make & cotnection [or
noma purpose be had In mind

Quickly ho took some wire from bis
bag and connected Nt with the elestrio
Hght wiresn, Next, he lod those wirea,
concaaled, of couras, along the cellar
floor, [n the direction of the furnase.

The furmace waa one of the old. hot
alr heaters sud ho paused befors it
a8 though seeking something. Then
he bent down besids It and uncoversd
s litle tank,

Ho thrust his hand glogerly inlo i,
bringiag it out quickly. The tank waa
nearly full of water.

Next from his capaclous bag he
took two metal poles, or alectrodes,
and fastenod them carefully to the
onds of thy wirea, placing them al op-
poaite ends of the tank I8 the water,

For several moments he watched.
The water Ingide the tank seemed the
same as bafore, only on each sleo
trode there appeared bubbles, on one
bubbles of cxygen, on the other of
hydrogen. The water was docompon-
ing under the corrant by slectrolysis.

Another momant he surveyad hls
work to seo thal he had left mo Joose
snds  Then bo gquietly lot himoelt
out of tha house,

The puxt morning Rusty, who had
boen Hlalne's conslant eompanion
oince the trouble had begun, awnkenod
bis mistress by Heking ber hand am it
bung lmply over the eide of her
bed.
Bhe swakened with & start and put
her hand to hor head. She felt .

“Foor old fellow,” she murmured,
Balf dosedly.

Rusty moved away aguin, wagging
his tail listlessly. The collis, too, felt
HL

“Why, Mlws Flafne—what etk e
matialr? You are so pale!™ axciaimed
the mald, Marls, as she entered the
room & moment later with the morn-
Ing’s mall on a salver,

“I don't feel wall, Mirie™ the re
plied, trylug with her siender white
hand to brush the cobwebs from her
brafm. “I—T wigh you'd tell Auni Jo
sephine to telophone Doctor Hay
ward”

"YCS,
Marle.

Languidly Hlaine took the letiers
one by one off the salver

Floally she solectad one and alow-
Iy tore it open. 1t hisd no superserip-
tiom, but it at once arrested her at-
tention and tratsfized her with tor
ror,
It read:

“You wre sick this morning. To-
morrow you will he worse. Tho next
day you will die uniess you Jlschargs
Cralg Ksnnedy.™

It was signed with the myetio trade-
mark of the fearsonie Clutohing
Hand!

Elaine drow back Into the plilows,

mademaolselle,” answered
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Hia nowo was bot and dry and
foverish. He was plainly fIL

“How long has Rusty been In the
roomY asked Crilg

“All nlght” answored Eaina “1
wouldn't think of belag without him
now.,"*
“May | take Rusty along with me?™
Cralg asked finally.

Elnins hesltated. "Surely,” sha mid
nt leogth, “only be gentls with him ™

“Of oourss,” ho sald stmply. I
thought that 1 might ba able (o dis-
covar the trouble from studying him.*™

We »stayed only a few minutes
longer, for Kennedy seemod to realize
the necesalty of dolng somathing Im
mediptely, and even Doctor Hayward
was fighting In the dark

Back In the laboratory, Kennedy st
to work lmmedistely, brushing every-
thing wise nalda Fie degan by draw

Cralg Reached Down and Gently

log off & Mitle of Rusty's blood In &
tube, very carefully,

“Hare, Walter” ho sald, pointing to
tha Mitls fnclslon he had made, “will
you take care of him™

Quickly Cralg made one tost alisr
another,

As he did o [ suifed. There was
st unmistakable odor of garlic ia the
alr which mads me think of what 1
hind siready noticed ln Hialna's room.

“Arsenlurvited hydrogen” be an-
swared, atill engagod In verifying his
toata, “This ts the Marsh test for
xrsanie,”

. 1" 1 repeated, In borror,

I had scarcely reeuversd from tha

avidenlly that (5o meseago might bs
from or abouy Misine
But from the look o his fice and

greatly,
“Oood1" | heard him sxy Onally, ~1

An lnstent Wnter bo almalt tore off | shall keep the appoloimest—abee-
the xpron and threw on his hst snd | Potely™

eonk 1 foliowed him as ko dushed | “What was it1" 1 paked eugeriy.
out of the Tabarsioey. | IS was Emlage feptman, Micksal” |
“This W terribls—terrible” bo mot | ha muwm “As T |
tered, as ko buwried across the camgmn | Pented, he says %o t a confedor
of the univaraity fo s faxiest of the ‘Fiand, and i wa
A fow minutes lter, Whes Bim be will sl ws the

umam-#‘w o with Blalne™ " _

 Aoak Josaphite snd | dalng ‘wll - ‘A momeat, “Howw!
ther sould B giroumatances. | at?™ I quegled - <
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porter, walter and bellbop all
bined lo ane, who led ua

"Forty-aloes, sah” be pointed
an Kennady dropped s dime Into bis
ready palm,

Tho negro off us, and ss Cralg
siarted to enter. 1 objected. “But,
Cralg, It waa 8fty-nine, not forty-nine
This s the wrong room.™

“T know IL" be replied. *1 had it
written In the book. But I want forty.
ning—now. Just foliow wme, Walter.”

Narvously I followed bim into lhe
mom.

"Don't you undersiand?™ he went
on. “Room forty-aloe la probably Just

|
|
. e

Pulled the Collle Inte the Room.

the same s Afty-uine, excepl perhaps
the plotures and furnituvl, only it ls
on the flcor balow.”

He gasod aboat keenly. Then he
took u faw sieps to the window mod
threw it open. As be stood there bs
took the parts of the rods hoe had been
carrying and ftted them togsther un-
tl be had u pole some sight or ten
foed long AL one end was n eurious
arrangement that ssemod to comtaln
lensos and & mirror. At the othor
end was an eye-plece, ns neariy as I
could make out
s that'™ I avked a8 he come
work
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ja used by the Somth Amerioan In-
dians on the upper Orinoco,” he sald
elowly,

“Ournel,” bo ropiied simply. "It acta
on the respiratory muscles, paralysiog
them knd canelng asphyziation™

The dart scemed to have besn made
of a quill with & very abarp point, bol-
low, and containing the deadly polscn
o the sharpened end.

"Look out!™ [ esutioned, as he
handled L

“Oh, that's all right™ he answasred
casually, “IF I don't scorateh myself, |
am safe enough. T could swallow the
stuff and it wouldnt hurt me—uniom
1 had an abraslon of the lips or some
Intorual cut”

Kennedy continued to exsmine the
dart untfl suddenty ! heard a low ax-
clamation of surprise from him. In-
side the hollow quill was a thin sheet
of tissus paper, tghtly rolled. Ha
drew 1t oul and read:

*“To know me ia Death.

"Kennody—Take Warning.”

Undernesth was the (lnsvitable
Clutehing HMand wign.

We jumped to our feel. Kennedy
ruahsd to the windaw snd slammed i
sbul, while | selzed the key from Ml
chasl's pocket, opensd the door and
ealled for haip,

A woment before, on the roof of &
bullding across the stroot, cne might
bave seen a bent, skulking fgure.
His fucs was copper colored ead on
his hond was a thick thateh of mat-
ted hair. He looked llke ® South
American Indian, In & very dilapldated
sult of cast-off American glothes.

He had alipped out thrfugh s door
way leading to s Alght of steps from
the rool to the hallwsy of the tans
ment, and, ke one of hls native ven.
omous Gerpents, worked his way down
the stalre again

My outory brought a veritable bat
tallon of aid. The hotel proprielor,
the negro waller and sevaral others
dashed upstalrs, followed shortly by
& portly policeman.

Cralg took the policeman Into his
confidence, showing him the dnrt and
explaining about the polson, The ot
car atared hiankly.

"1 must get away, 00" hurried on
Cralg. "“Officer, ! will leave sou o
take charge hera. You can depend on
wo for the inguest™

The officer nodded.

"Come on, Walter,™ whispered
Cralg, eager to get away, then adding
the one word, “Elalpe!"

1 followed hastily, not slow Lo un.
darstand hils Poas for her,

Nor were Craig'n foars groundless,
In spits of all that could be dene for
her, Elalne was otlll In bed, much
waeakar now than balore

Moro than that, the Clutohing iand
had oot nsglected thae epportunity,
elthor,

Buddenly, just beftwre our retum, a
stous had come hurtiisg through the
window, without warning of any kind,
and had janded on Halue’s bed

Below, as wo learued somo tims afts
arwards, n car had drawn up hastily
and the evilfaced crock whom (he
Clatehing Hand had usoed to rid him.
soif of the informer, “Limpy Hed,” had
leaped out and hastily hurled ths
stone through the window, s quick
ly leaplng bmck into the ear and

=

wite of the Mect that &t was broad
duylight, it was ranniog Hin face
puakored.

“They are uting no cwrent st proe-
ent 1o the house,” he ruminated, “yel
the meter |s ronning™ - !

He cantinued to examine the meotar,
Then he began to follow the slecirie
wires along At last ho dlscoversd a
place where they had besn tampered
with and tapped by other wirea.

“The work of the Clutehing Hand!™
he muttered.

Eagorly he followed the wires to '
tha furoace and around to the bask
There they Jed right into a Httle
water tank Eennedy yutked them
oul., As o di@ so he pulled somie
thing with them.

"Two electrodes the villuin plaoed
thers,” ho exclaimed, holdlag them ag
triumphantly for me Lo aso. !

“Yeyea,” 1 replied, dublossly, “bul
whoat does it all meant™

“Why, dou't you see? Usnder the Lo
fuenco of (ko alectfio current the wa
tar was decomponed and gave off oxys
§on mnd hydrogen. The free hrdrogen
passed up the furnsce pipe and come
bining with the arenle In they wall
paper fermoed the deadly amenlurettod
hydrogen.”

He cast the whole Improvised elees
trolysln apparatus on the floor and
dashod up tho collar stopn

*I've found 1" bhe cried, hurrying
Into Elains's room. "It's I this room
—a deadly gas—arseniurolled hydro-
gon*™

He tars open the windown,

“Have bhor moved,” he shouted to
Aunt Josaphine “Then have n vie
utm eléaner o over every Inch of
wall, earpet and upbolatery.”

Btanding beside her, he breathloss-
Iy explained his discovery. “That wall
paper bas been loaded down with
arpenic, prabably parls green or
Schwelnfurth greesn, which s acetoar-
senlte of gopper. Every minute yom
sre hare you are Lraathiog arseniuret
ted hydrogen. Thia Clutching Hand
In n diabolleal goniue, Thik of It—
polsoned wall paper!™

No ona sald a word Eeunedy
reachod down mnd ook the twa
Clutehing Hand mersugos Eluine had
recelved. "1 shall want to stody
thaone nolen, more, too," be mmid, hold
ing them up to the wall at the hosd
of the bed ns he fasked Ws pocket
lung at them, “You ses, Ellne, [ may
ba able to pot somothing from wtody.
ing the ink, the papor, the hand writ-

Ing—* I |
Buddenly both leaped back, with = !
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